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| BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF | 

A SERM O N, 
' ©CCASIONED BY THE DEATH or” | 
MI ss ANN. WILLIAMS: 

Who departed this Life Sept. 140, 1772, 
in the Twenty-firſt Year'of her Age. 


WITH 


THE ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED AT HER INTERMENT. 
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1 COR. xv. 55 56, 7 


: 0 veaTH!. WHERE IS THY s ING! O 
GRAVE! WHERE IS THY VICTORY? | 
| THE $TING OF DEATH IS SIN, , AND | 
THE STRENGTH OFP,,SIN IS THE,LAW3 
BUT THANKS BE ro GOD, WHICH 
GIVETH US THE VICTORY, . THROUGH 
ous LORD JESS Ran « 


H E Woerckgt Diſpoſer of all Wente, 
having lately deprived us of a 
worthy member and an amiable 
young Siſter, by the relentleſs hand of death; 
J ſhall, at the "requeſt of her honoured 're- 
latives, attempt an improvement of the 


- ſtriking words I have now read, for our ſpi- 


ritual edification and mutual comfort. And 
O, that a divine bleſſing may attend our me- 
ditations, on ſo, important a part of ſacred 
writ! That while we remember the death of 
our much- eſteemed friend, we may not for 


BD : our own: and while we reflect on that ſweet 
| ſerenity and lively hope, with which ſhe met 


her laſt enemy; it may be our ſteady concern 
and unſpeakable happineſs, to enjoy the ſame 
heavenly conſolation, and be ready ior ths 


ye folemn we. 5 TEE 


4 The Chriflian Triumph. 
IN this chapter the infallible author largely 


treats concerning that capital article. of the 
chriſtian creed, the reſurrection of the dead. 
And having proved, by irrefragable argu- 


ments, that as Jeſus, the great head of the 


zhurch, arofe and left the tomb, ſo all the 


ints, all the members of his myſtical body, 
ſhall riſe at the laſt day; having ſhewn, that 


| as the Lord Redeemer overcame death, and 


the grave, and every enemy, ſo all his fol- 


lowers ſhall be finally victorious and ever- 


laſtingly happy; he breaks out in the lan- 
guage of triumph. Having the once formi- 
dable enemies full in his view, or rather under 


his feet, he loudly exclaims; O death l here 
1 thy fling ? 0.8" rave] where is t wvitory ? 
The fing of death is fin, and the firength - 


En is. the law; but thanks be to God, which 


giveth. us the victory, through our Lord Jeſu | 
_Chrit/—ln handling theſe AE. wards, 


on the preſent occaſion, 1 ſhall take Donn, 5 


f the various powerful enemies and malignant ' 
euils, here mentioned, from which the real 
chriſtian i is, or Mall be, completely delivered 
the way in which he obtains the deliverance 


his triumph over his vanquiſhed foes and = 
dis gratitude to God * the wonderful taxaur * | 


And, 
-FIRS T, The various powerful enemies = , 


| —_ — here mentioned, from which 


the real chriſtian is, or ſhall be, completely | 


delivered, come under our conſideration, 


awful evils and the e enemies, LES, | 


are 
: [ 
3 


N Clrifhin Triamph, | i 
are here more expreſsly mentioned, are; death 
and the grave; but with them, iin and the 

law are cloſely connected. That death is a2 
formidable foe, the general conſent of man- 
kind, the common feelings df humanity, in 


| the proſpect of it, and the voice of divine 


revelation, loudly declare. By death, 2 
union between ſoul and body is + extirely d 

ſolved, and the earthly tabernacle is brought 
down to the duſt. Deark reigns , ſays the 
oracle of heaven. He reigns as a king, and 


- enflaves as a tyrant. His empire is ancient, 


all that now ſurvive muſt ſoon. feel che e 


and his dominions are large. So ancient his 
empire, as to be almoſt coeval with human 
exiſtence: ſo large his dominions, as to 
extend to all the poſterity of Adam, two in- 
dividuals excepted +. All the paſt genera- 
tions of men have bowed to his ſceptre, and 


ef his hand. , 

Bur whence has death his nails 2 

_ ance, and from what is his power aebbedd 
Our text informs us; for he is deſcribed as 
armed with a Hing. He is compared to the 
venemous hornet, or the more baneful ſcor- 
pion; which wound, emit their poiſon, and 
give the keeneſt ſenſations of pain, by their 
ſtings. It is from hence theſe creatures be- 
come either hurtful or terrible. Nor does 
the apoſtle leave his reader to a doubtful con- 


jecture, what the ing of death thould bs | 
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„ —— Triamph: 


for he immediately and expreſsly tells us, 


that it is n. To the truth of this the con- 
| ſciences of men bear witneſs. | Death owes 


his exiſtence to fin. On fin his empire is 


founded, and by it he maintains his dominion 


over mankind.— To this the word of 'revela- 
tion agrees: Sin entered into the world, and 
death by fin. It is fin that arrays death with 


all his terrors. By fin alone, he ſtings the 


conſcience and wounds the heart. Had we 
not been tranſgreſſors; were our hearts per- 
fectly pure in the fight. of God, and our 


whole conduct unblemiſhed in the eye of his 
| law, we ſhould have no reaſon to fear the 


haggard monarch; we ſhould then be free 


from his dominion, and beyond the reach of 


his power. — But, having rebelled againſt our 2 
Eternal Sovereign, and tranſgreſſed his righ- - 


teous precepts ; having ſubjected ourſelves to 


the moſt dreadful forfeiture, and being ex- 


poſed to everlaſting ruin; we ſhudder at his 


appearance, and ſtand aghaſt at his approach. 


Sin makes death a curſe, and renders us ob- 
noxious to future pains. Death, therefore, 


when poſſeſſed of his ſting, is no other than 
the miniſter of Divine juſtice, to lay the de- 


linquent under an arreſt, and to drag him 
to priſon and judgment. Hence it is, that 


mighty monarchs tremble on their thrones, 155 


ia the preſence of this king of terrors; and 
the moſt hardy, if conſcience be not /eared, 


as with an hot iron, cannot forbear emotions 


2 > laviſh fear, OR: he 1 This 
we | 


The Chriflan — 7 


we — 3 this we feel. Sin, therefore, is 


2 dreadful evil, as it ſubjects us to death, — 


arms the tyrant with all his terrors. 


Ax p as Jin is the ſting of death, ſo the / law | 


1 is the ſtreng th of ſin: — death received his 


being and all his authority from ſin, ſo fin 


derives its condemning power from the law. 
he law which is here intended, is that 


which the apoſtle deſigns, when he ſays ;. The 


law-entered, that the. offence might abound— 


By the law is the tnowledge ef f had not 


: known fin, but by tbe law * "IE This, it is evi- 


dent, is the moral law; and this law is the 
Lerengieh of fn. How? Not becauſe it re- 


quires it, or inclines to the practice of it: 


no, it is boy, and jaſt, and good. Its pre- 
gepts are pure, its ſanction is eie di and | 


its whole deſign is good. It is 2 way 
worthy of the Great Legiſlator, and was per- 


. fectly faited to the nature of man, while in his 


original ſtate of rectitude: : for it is a tranſcript 


of the Divine holineſs, and a pattern of moral | 
excellence, How comes it, then, to give 


ſtrength to in, to that which is our greateſt 


enemy? The anſwer is eaſy: It is the „or- 


mula — that covenant which was made with 
our firſt Father; which covenant he brake, 
and, by one offunce, involved all his poſterity 
in guilt and ruin. In the, eye of t. is law, 


we are all; tranſgreſſors and all ſtand con- 


dem ned. \ As a broken covenant, therefore, 


5 "> Ras end it 20, amd. T6 


* * 


W 


„ J . 


Ss We Gim Trampb.” 

35 a Wel lem. it is called, the Rrengtb of = 
And it is fo denbthinated, e it ex< 
2 tHe oſes the evil of fin. By the la- we learn; 
at fin is an 97s b; is it ſhews us, that - 
Every *tranſprefſion is an abſolate eontratiety 
to God's Holineſs, and a bold oppoſition to his 
revealed will—thit' it involves in it an- im- 
9 55 rejection of IEHO VA f's authority, and 
rings the greateſt diforder inte the rational 
Creation But the law does not merely declare 
the Pfr fie evil of Hn: for It cites the offen- 
 def=Uet the'carelefs finner hear and tremble! = 
Wit cites the offender to anſwer for his eon 
dutt at the bar of God! It fixes a che 
Süilt on the conſcfence, and — the Gul with 

a fenfe of deſerved wrath? 80 püre are its 
out 5 that it requires a perle dbedience; 
| tits fanRtion, that it condemns, with- 
o mercy, for the leaſt defect. It infifts 


vpon abſdlute rectitude, both of heart and life, 


aud denounces fiery pains sgainſt che leaſt 

deviation. Such are its high commands, and 

uch the tremendous: anction with which they 
are guafded . "Tn" theſe 1 and thus 


conſidered, the law is tbe 6 of fin.” 
Bur we have nothet enemy Wentiched: 
Aal wat 18 che 24 rave. The is de err 


thoſe things that are beter ſatisßed. Her lan- 
guage is that of the hotſe-lxech's daughters, 
Gor, Live. "She devoutb th onfan Is at à meal, o 


RON TIEN danse 887 N Mi 24 4 


27 Rom. il. : 9) 20. and iv. 5. and vi. 2: Gal. iii. 10. 
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The Gbiifliatt Tm, = © 
yet never ſays, It is enough. Death, 
with his javelin in his hand, Rails along our, 
| ſtreets; arid, commiſſtoned from above, levels 
the mortal blow, and the deſtined victim falls, 
a priſoner to the grave and a prey to the vileſt 
inſects. Or, more. agteeably to the apoſtle's 
metaphor, death, like the inſidious viper, 
fatens his invenomed tooth in our vitals; 
like the malignant ſcorpion, penetrates the 
heart with his impoiſoned ſting; and we 
ſicken, we faint, we * ig 4 grave receives 
us into her cloſe confinement, and pours upon 

uz the utmoſt contempt. She loads her pri- 


ſoners with the deepeſt diſgrace, and- „ | 


in it. | The human frame, though once beau- 
tiful to admiration, is, when under her power, 
quite the reverſe. The ſparkling eye, and the 
blooming cheek; the realy countenance, 


and l the elegant form, are loſt in darkneſs and 


laid in ruins; are covered with putrefaction, 
and food for worms. What a mortifying re- 


flection this, to the haughty fair one] to all 


who value themſelves on their external beauty 


Nor let the maſculine, or the moſt robuſt, 


imagine themſelves exempted from the de- 
- predations and diſhonours of the grave, For 
ber power is equally extenſive with the em- 

pire of death, and of a like continuance,— | 
How great is thy authority, O grave] and to 
what ſordid, humiliating purpoſes doſt thou 


improve it! Millions of our race haſt thou 


taken captive, who are yet detained in thy 


N manſions; and millions more muſt 
e ſhortly 


10 Pe — Triumph. | 


ſhortly people thy dominions and extend thy 
conqueſts. But though thy victories are mul- 
tiplied, they ſhall not be perpetual; though 
wy power is great, it ſhall come to an end. 
"Here let us pauſe a moment and indulge | 
(efleRion? What a dreadful evil is fink It 
nas introduced diſorder into our world, and 
dieſtruction upon our race. It has brought 
the higheſt diſhonour upon God, and the 
moſt awful ruin upon man. God is diſhonoured 
in his character and government, and man is 
ruined both in body and foul. It diſtreſſes 
the ſoul with the keeneſt anguiſh, and diſ- 
graces the body to the laſt degree. It expoſes, 
' rhat, to endleſs torment ; this, to everlaſting 
infamy: the one to worms and rottenneſs, and 


Bors to fire and brimſtone. How miſerable, 


then, is man! Miſerable indeed, miſerable 
beyond conception, if left in the hands of his | 
enemies. Sin and the lau, death and the 
grave, unite their various powers to make us 
completely wretched: and wretched we muſt 

have been, had not 3 provided, and the 
goſpel revealed, relief. Ves, my fellow- 
finners, if ſovereign mercy had not interpoſed 
on our behalf, deſpair had been rational and 
damnation certain. But, bleſſed be God! 
grace, divine grace has appeared: it ſhines in 
the goſpel and reigns through Feſus Chriſt x. 
It has made proviſion for the guilty and deſti- 
tute—for all, whoever —_ an ies are 
** Row. 5 21. n os 175 
willing 


The — Ti * = 
willing to owe their ſalvation to its. power 
and agency. The admirable. and animating 
words, which are now under conſideration, 
inform us; that there is a deliverance, to be 
expecfed by the. miſerable ſinner ;+ to be en- 
ſoyed by he real ſaint—a glorious deliverance, 
from ſin and the law, from death and the 
grave. Victory over theſe enemies, deliver- 
ance; from theſe evils, delightful truth! 
tranſporting Khought hs this. brings me 
to conſider, 

' SECONDLY, The, w way in which this de- 
liverance is obtained. This is expreſſed in the 
following words: God giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. The great 
deliverance here celebrated, the glorious vie- 
| tory here ſung, is aſcribed to Go p. It was 
planned in the Divine Mind, and is the pro- 
duce of Divine Mercy. Infinite wiſdom 
concerted the ſcheme, and boundleſe good- 
neſs provided the means. Our e is 
of ourſelves, but our help is in the Lord 

alone *.— But though it was the eternal pur» 
| poſe of God, to deliver his people out of the 
hands of their enemies, yet he would not do 
it by abſolute power, or by a merely ſove - 
reign act; but in a way becoming his cha- 
racter, as a righteous governour—in ſuch a 
way, as ſhould manifeſt the Juſt God, as well 
as the compaſſionate Saviour +. For this pur- 
poſe. a 3 was Seen, in the counſels 


=F Ia. ay, Ao. « 


was the firſt of evils; and is the ſource ef all 
dur miſery; but Jeſus delivers us from it, and 


6] AW Cbviftion an 
' of heaven, as the grand medium of divine 


operation in the wonderful work. This me- 
diator is the Son of the Bleſſed, the Lord 


Meſſiah. By him the victory is gained: God 


Selb ar the vickory ee our APA une 


Sauer 


B Him 0 Gbtein vidory over 2 This 


chat in dieren Wee: He delivery from de, 
as the fern of death, or as to its guilt; for it 
is the guilt of fin; or that reſpect which it 
Has to puniſhment, which pains the conſei- 
ehce and renders death dreadful. From this 
he delivers, by his own death on the-eroſs, 


and by an application of atoning bleod tothe 
_ Eoniſtience, | When the bleſſed Jeſas offered 
His life and poured his blood, he fell a victim 
0 divine juſtice, in the ſtead of his people. 


Then was he made fin; and then He ſuffered © 


| For it. As their glorious Subſtitate, he bore 
the vengeatice due to their crimes, and made 


Expiation for them. The atonement he made, 


being a full ſatisfaction to eternal juſtice, God 


was well-pleafed with it: and this he declared 
to all the world, by raiſing him up from the 


dead. Thus E are feconciled g our offend- 
ed Sovereign, the death of bis Fond. And 
when, in the d Engdagt of inſpitation, we re 


ceide the reconciliation ; or, in ther 
when we believe the repay ex a "= 


| * Rom, v 16 | + Rake . 21. Ka rama 


— —— — 


The Chriſtian Tri mw 
hon nel of Chriſt ſprinkled. on 7 
hearts, by the Holy Spirit; then the c 
_ ence is purged from guilt, death is GEES 

af his ſting, and we are delivered from flaviſh, | 
fear . This, without all diſpute, 18 4 capi- 
tal part of that victory which ig obtained by 
2 Chriſt, and granted. 80 the people of 


5 1 as the great | ane redeams. from. 
the guilt of fin, ſo he delivers from its dam, 
nian; though. the firſt of theſe is particularly, 
intended in the text. Sin reigns in the un- 
ee man, It exerciſes a kind of ſove · 
wer, both in his conſcience and over 
hg Rona, By its e 8 it enflaves 
pe & the conſcience; by. its. power, it ways 
—＋ rules the affections. The former is tors. 
mented by it, as the ſting of death; the /atfer, 
are delighted With it, as. agreeable to their 
vicious tendeney.— But wben the great Deli- 
verer affards relief to a wounded e 
by the application of his own: blood; he 
purifies the affections, by the agency of his 
divine Spirit. By that he delivers from the 
burden, by this — the /ove, of ſin. He te 
veals, to the convert, the glory of God, and 
ſheds cher bis love in the heart, He gives. 
a new bias to the ſlubborn will, and-elevates, 
his affections to heavenly things. He works 
in him an habitual deſire after a, conformity, = 
to his own 0 image, ip mind and mamas 


209 e 2. . e ar 


an 


14 The Chriſtian Triumph. 
in temper and conduct; and teaches him to 
mourn over his many imperfections. The 
depravity of nature ſtill remains and till op- 
| poles, but it does not rezgn; ; it is confidered 
as an enemy, and treated as a rebel, to the 
dominion of Grace . 
Non is the believer wichoor a joyful ex 
ation, of having deliverance from the 
being of fin. When his immortal ſoul ſhall 
take her flight into the upper manſions, then 
ſhall ſhe be numbered among the ſpirits of 
the juſt made penſect. which expreſſion, what- 
ever glorious things beſides, may be intended 
by i it, muſt imply, a freedom from innate de- . 
| 63h a perfect freedom, from every corrupt , 
abit and unholy inclination. In the article „ 
of death, or immediately upon it, the ſoul is 
completely ſanctified.— This truth, T humbly. 
conceive, may receive illuſtration from. what 
is recorded in this chapter , concerning the _ 
change that ſhall paſs on the bodies of the 
faints, who ſhall be found alive, at the ſecond 
coming of Chriſt. This wonderful change, 
we are informed, ſhall be wrought in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye; by which they _ 
ſhall be perfectly freed from every corrupt 
and ſordid quality, which attended them in a 
mortal ſtate, and was natural to them. And 
as ſuch an alteration will be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, in order to fit them for the celeſtial 
world; fo, the ſouls of believers, by the fame. 


* Rom. vi. "EP vii. 21, 23, 24. ＋ verſes pt, = 
—_— | Ws 
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Amigbty ! agency and in the like inſtantaneous 


2 manner, are entirely delivered, at death, from 


all that is depraved and ſinful. Then the 
faint is for ever freed, from what the ſcripture 
calls, The pl ague of the heart* ; which alſo 
may be truly denominated, the plague of hit 

925 ſo long as he continued in a militant ſtate. 
A bleſſing this, which is not enjoyed by the 
chriſtian in the preſent life; but he has it in 
hope, and exults in the proſpect of 'it. And 
| when Jeſus ſhall raiſe the dead, and reanimate 
the ſleeping duſt of the ſaints; then ſhall 
their whole perſons be cternally free from 


| fin and all its effects, in every view: then 


their victory over it will be quite complete. 
Ap as the great Mediator delivers from 
fin, which is the ſting of death; fo he redeems 
from the law, which is the ſtrength of ſin. 


When the law is conſidered under the cha- : 
racter which it here bears, it is very apparent, 


that if we be not delivered from it, we muſt 
riſh for ever. For, as violated by us, it un- 
ſheaths the ſword of vengeance, and infiſts 
upon ſatisfaction; it bars up the. way to life, 
and lays us under a curſe. Hence it is that 
Paul, when addrefling believers, ſays; Ye are 


DELIVERED from the law -f.— This deliver- | 


ance is wrought by Jeſus Chriſt. He was 
made of a woman, made under the law, that 
he might perform the commands which we 

have tranſgreſſed, and ſuſtain the curſe which 


n Kingsvili 3 f Rom. vil. 6. 
. | we 


16 


. Gn the cark of the l ls . 755 


Aſtoniſhing eo 


claims; both are manifeſted, and bath exalted. 


we have 3 Yes, « our races Sponſor | 


EY perlacti y obeyed the precepts, in their. utmoſt | 


_ 3 "and. turned — 510 0 lo wor moſt 


alide its authority, or vacating its 
No; but, by being MADE A CURSE FOR my 

al bs this, in the D _ 
Mefliah !. Amazing compaſſion to our finfy] = 


_ fouls! —The method, of grace is truly wane 


derful, and in it the glories of the Godhead 
ſhine. . Here, mercy and juſtice unite. their 


In the penalty ſuſtained by the Surety, fin is 
treated as an infinite evil, while the criminal | 
1s releaſed from condemnation. CINE aſſerts 
her honours, and mercy, diſpenſes her 795 
The wrath of God is revealed, and 


hment, and the law with its higheſt honour. 


_ 2 linner 1 18 ſaved from deſerved deſtruction, | | 
= Gad is glorified. in making him com- 


pletely happy. —Such is the chriſtian's deli- 


verance from the law, AS the ſtr 2 offi 95 3 


and in it he greatly rejoices: Moe; 9 re- 
deemed from its condemaing power, h he car- 
dially eſteems and highly reveres it, as | 
unchangeable rule of his conduct. = 
Ir, then, the chriſtian be e pod, 
fin, as - fting of death, and from the law, 


* 2 cor. v. 21. Row. v 19. Gal. ili, 13. 


as 0 


gvereiggg 
: — exalted. Sin meets with pe * pu-. 


Ti ” Chriſtian. Ti "SIT — 


as the freng TY of fin; it is no wonder, that 
the , apoſtle Should ſpeak of a victory over, 
death. For from fin he derived his being, 
and from the law his authority over mankind. 
Death, however, is the laſt enemy that ſhall 
be conquered. * ; but his deſteuctian is firmly 
decreed. The word is gone out of Jehovah's 
mouth, ang. ſhall not return; IJ will redeem 
| them from death. O death! I will be thy 
 Plagues . To this glorious truth we have a 
divine evidence, in the reſurrection of Jeſus. 
That grand fact, which is the baſis of our 
faith and hope in a dying Redeemer I, is an 
inconteſtable proof and an infallible earneſt, 
that though death has long reigned over all 
that was mortal of the ſaints; yet ſoon, very 
ſoon, his dominions ſhall be invaded, his 
power ſhall be taken from him, and his very 
name, as to them, become extinct: for, con- 
cerning the redeemed and their final ſtate, it 
is aſſerted in the Book of God, that here 
3 all be no more death F. He that was dead, 
and is alive, and lives for evermore, - ſhall 
perform this glorious work : for He muſt reign, 
Fill be hath put all enemies under his feet ; and 
then ſhall that ſaying be fulfilled, Death is 
| fewallowed up in victory. | 
Ax if death ſhall die, the grave, certainly, | 
cannot ſurvive. For what; is the grave, but 
a repeſitory for the victims of death? Death 
provides for the Srave, and peoples her dark 


2, * 1 Cor. xv. 26. + Hoſea xiii. 14. N 7 3 Cor. 
xv. 17, 1 Pet. i. 3. § Rev. xxi. 4. 
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domains.” Death crowds her PA cells, 
and feeds her with human prey: they muſt 
both, therefore, ſtand or fall together. The 
grave, it is true, has long triumphed in the 
diſgrace of humanity, and vaunted it over the 
ſaints themſelves. But that Sublime Being, 
who rules over all, has declared with the 
greateſt ſolemnity; ; 1 will ranſom them from: 
| the power of the grave O grave! I will be. 
thy deſtruction u. Ves, my brethren, the hour 
is coming, when the glorified Immanuel ſhall 
deſcend from heaven, with the ſhout of the. 
archangel and the trump of God. Then de- 
ſtruction ſhall hear his voice, and the devouring 
grave refund her ſpoils. He who left the 

tomb, as the j/i-/ruits of them that Jeep, © 
hall burſt her bars, however ſtrong, and 
empty her dreary manſions, however popu- 
lous. The exertion of his divine power ſhall 
reach to all the dead; for all that are in the 
graves ſball bear his voice but it ſhall appear 
fuprentely glorious, in the reſurrection of the 
Juſt. For they ſhall be raiſed in his own 
image; in the perfect likeneſs of their glo- 
rified Head. In a moment they awake from 
the ſleep of ages; the diſhonours of the noi 
ſome priſon are all wiped away; and, ex- 
ulting with joy, they ſpring forth to meet 
their Lord, to behold his glory and enjoy him 
for ever. Such the victory over the grave 
ſhall be, and ſuch is the chriſtian' . 


| The Chriſtian Triumph. 19 
Ir is very obſervable; that Paul ſpeaks of ; 
this victory in the preſent time; God giveth | 
us the victory though it be manifeſt, that its 
actual accompliſhment, as to two of its main ö 
branches, is yet future. So far, indeed; as it — 
regards the lau, which is the ſtrength of fin, 
and /in, as the ſting" of death, it is now en- 
joyed by the real chriſtian, and he glories in 
it; for there 1s #0 condemnation, to them-that. 
are in Chriſt Jeſus. But as to death and the 
grave, the believer is ſtill expoſed to their 
power; for he has not yet attained to the re- 
ſurrection of the dead.. There is, however, 
an evident propriety in the mode of expreſ- 
ſion, even as applied to rb enemies. For 
the God of all grace nom gives the chriſtian” 
a victory over them; and, in ſome ſenſe, he 
now enjoys it. How? In the word of promiſe ;\ 
which aſcettains the perfect accompliſhment 
of it. This promiſe being received by faith, 
* and faith being ze ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, it has a Kind of: preſent ſubſiſtence in-the = - 
believer's mind. In the reſurrection of Jeſus: a 3 
For when he aroſe, he vanquiſhed death and | 
the grave, and was more than conqueror yer 
| them. | This he did, not for Hime, alone, 
not as a private perſon; but, as the head o 
his body the eren. and of all her particular,  _ |] 
 members—as. the great repreſentattve of all! 
his people, and as the Ar ſtefruits of them that 'Y 
| 3 In the tec. ee 15 His 
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"3 The Chritian' Ti riumph. 
heavenly Sponſor, the believer beholds, a vic- 


tory gained for him; a victory granted to him. 
He conſiders himſelf as a ſharer in all his 
Lord's conqueſts; as 74 iſen ꝛuith bin, and as 
already ſeated in beavenly Places, in him the 
5 0 Read i; - 

Bur the word, ed elde another 


: idea; for it is ſtrongly expreſſive of divine 


grace. God giveth us the victory. Glorious 
truth! It is given of God, not gained by 
man. No; we have not the leaſt hand in 
obtaining it: the whole work is the Lord's. 


Not only ſo, but we are as far from de eſerving, 


as we were from procuring it. The glorious | 
conqueſt is granted, as matter of niere favour. 
But to whom is it given? who are deſigned 
by the pronoun, vs ? The apoſtles? Ves; but 


not as. apoſtles : rather, as guilty, helpleſs, mi- 


able innert. In confirmation of this, let 
Paul ſpeak for himſelf, and in the name of 
all his brethren. If is a faithful ſaying and 


worthy of all arc pft, that Jeſus Chriſt | 


* Eph. ii. 6. As an additional confideration,” it may 


not be amiſs here to obſerve; That the chriſtian, in the 
exercife of faith, looks upon death under the encouraging 


idea, of a #ranſition to a better life; and the grave he 
conſiders, as the place where his Lord lay. Willingly, 
therefore, he meets death; which, to him, has an angel's 


face and a deliverer's hand. Cheerfully he lays his body 
down to reſt in the filent grave, after the fatigues of a 
 tveſome pilgrimage; and ſeeks a commodious ſhelter, 


from the ſtorms of life, in her ho] pitable gloom, — This © 
thought did not ſeem ſo proper to be inſerted in the body | 
of the diſcourſe, becauſe the text 828 death and ne 
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came into the world to ſave; to deliver, to 
obtain a complete victory For whom? 
Here, methinks, we ſhould be all attention. 
Becauſe they, whom he came to fave, what- 
ever their character or ſtate may be, muſt 
have an undoubted right to look for ſalvation 
by him. Whom, then, did he come to fave ? 
| The anſwer is, 81iNNERs. Encouraging word, 
to ſuch as long for deliverance? Yet ſome 
Poor ſoul, perhaps, may be ready to ſay, with 
an air of deſpondency : True; yet I have 
<« reaſon to fear. For, moſt likely, they are 
* ſinners of a leſs criminal conduct, and of 
« leſs depraved affections. My heart, alas! 
« is entirely corrupt, and my fins are many 
66 znd great; flaming as ſcarlet, and red like 
«« crimſon. They are attended with peculiar 
8 aggravations, and are of an uncommon 
ce ſize.” Well, ſuppoſe they are, be not dif- 
couraged. And, to remove deſponding fears, 
let us hear the apoſtle out, for he has not yet 
finiſhed his ſentence. He not only informs 
us, that Chriſt came to ſave /nners; but he 
adds, of whom I AM cHIET *, the firſt in the 
claſs and the worſt of the name. Charming 
text! It contains the very marrow of the 

goſpel. It is good news to the vileſt of men. 
| Whoever, then, is convinced in his conſci- 
ence, that the humbling character, aſſumed 
by the apoſtle, is expreſſive of his own ſitua- 
tion in the fight 0 God; has the . greateſt 


* 
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. plainly diſcern; but 20 


encouragement, without heſitation, to rely 
on the Saviour, and triumph in the victory 


e by him.— I now proceed to conſider, 


T. HIRDLY. The cbriſtian's triumph over 
bis vanquiſhed foes. His triumph is thus ex- 
preſſed: O death! where js thy ting? O gravel 


; where. is thy victory? Here we behold the 


ſaint, with death full in his view, and looking 


into his grave, He ſees the monſter approach, 


and feels his cold embrace. The grave lies 
open before him, and he finds himſelf ready 


to take up his lodgings in it. And how is it 
with him in the trying moment? Does he 


turn pale in his aſpect, or faulter in his ſpeech ? 
Does he tremble with fear, or ſtart back with 


= horror? No; he is bold as a lion, and firm 


as a rock. Like ſome victorious hero, with 


his foot in the neck of his enemies, he glories 
over them. He takes 4 leiſurely ſurvey of 


death, and his language breathes defiance, 
With heart-felt joy he loudly exclaims ; O 
e DEATH, thou once formidable name! I 


have often trembled at the ſhaking of thy 


iron rod, and ſtood aghaſt at thy diſtant | 
** appearance. Guilt t pointed thy. dart, and 


4 arrayed thee with ineffable terrors. But 


© now it is other wiſe. As an enemy, indeed, 
1 ſtill behold 'thee ; but as one whole 


Fe armour is taken from him, or as one that 


* is. juſt expiring. EY haggard form 1 
ere, WHERE IS THY 


„STN? In vain thownow attempteſt to 
L wr or krighten me. Thy haughty 
F? MENACEF 


re Ring is gone, entirely and eternally gone. 
« Jeſus, the glorious victor, has plucked it 
from thee :' and though it pierced his heart 
« and ſpilt his blood, he-exhauſted its poiſon ; 

which has rendered thee utterly incapable 


we 
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| menaces I now deſp iſe ; for, behold ! thy | 


of hurting the feebleſt of all his followers. 


| My body, I acknowledge, is liable to feel 
thy ſtroke, and muſt fall, for a ſeaſon, into 
thy hand. But, having loſt thy ſting, thou 


art not able to touch my conſeience; for it 


is purged with atoning blood, and guarded 
by infinite power. —Nor ſhall my earthly Y 
* tabernacle lie long in ruins. The time is 
near, yea, 1 view it as preſent, when 75¹ 
mortal (hall be reſcued from thy dominion, 
and put on immortality. Then thy fatal 
javelin, which has drank the blood of 
monarchs, and made ſuch dreadful havock 


among all the children of men, "ſhall be 
utterly broken. O DEATH thy empire 
is falling, thy kingdom is departing from 
thee. Know, then, though I walk through 


thy gloomy vale, I will fear no evil; for 


Chriſt my ſhepherd and God my father 
are with me, to 4 and guard and lg 


me to glory. 2 


fear from br Thy cells it is n are 


noiſome, and thy lodgings are coarſe. 


Thou haſt taken vaſt numbers "captive, 


treated them in the moſt inſulting manner, 


| and ſtill detaineſt them in cloſe confine- 


11; 0 
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en ment. Yet I fear thee not. I look uf pon 
# thee as a proud, but conquered foe. The 
„Lord, from heaven, having entered thy 
dark manſion, burſt thy bars and roſe in 
46 triumph. But why, O 6RavE! why didſt 
b thou not. retain - that illuſtrious Priſoner, 
„ when thou hadſt him under thy power ? 
Why ſufferedit thou the crucified Jeſus. to 
«© eſcape thy hands, without further diſho- 
* nour? Didſt thou not know, that thy all 
« Was at ſtake; that his reſurrection would 
i be thy deſtruction? When he aroſe, it was 
e as the firſt- fruits of them that ſleep, as the 
e victorious Head and great Repreſentative 1 
of all his people. In Him they roſe, and 
“ paſt the gates of light. Where, then, 
« WHERE IS THY victory ? it is loſt irre- 
e coverably ; loſt for ever, I enter, therefore, 
« thy gloomy regions, without a trembling 
* fear, to reſt my weary head, after the fa- 
F< tipues of life; in full aſſurance, that I 
„ ſhall awake and riſe, in a little time, as from 
« a refreſhing ſleep.— Methinks I ſee ! me- 
* thinks I hear |!—What? TRHE Jopos DE- 
&« $CEND! THE TRUMPET SOUND | The 
great command is iſſued forth; Give ur 
* THY 6POILS, O GRAVE] In a moment, 
the ſcattered duſt of the ſaints is collected, 
formed anew, and made like the glorious 
5c body of Chriſt. Yes, OGRAVEI I ſee them 
« riſe, I ſhare their glory, and join their 
triumph. * —Such is / the import of the ' 
chriſtian s triumph over death and the grave, 


when { 
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when Chriſt appears in his excellence, and 
faith is in lively exerciſe. And to ſee a be- 
liever thus depart, is one of the nobleſt ſights 
on this ſide heaven. 

Tuxkr is, indeed, a fear of death and the 

grave, which 1s inſeparable from our mortal 


ſtate; being no other, than the averfon of 


nature to her own diſſolution. This, con- 
ſidered in itſelf, is a ſinleſs infirmity; like 
wearineſs, or ene or bodily pain ®, It 
18, therefore, perfectly conſiſtent with the be- 
liever's triumph over them, as penal evils.— 
Nor does the believer, in the height of his 
triumph, conſider death as a 77i#ing thing, or 
glory over him with a ſpirit of levity. No; j 
he looks upon death as a very ſolemn and moſt 
important event. He - rejoices over him, as 
a conquered enemy, but not with the joy 
of a fool, For he well remembers that the 
conqueſt was gained, by nothing ſhort of 
Omnipotence; through the agonies and blood, 
the death and reſurrection, of the Son of God. 
El ſhall now very briefly confider, _ 
FOURTHLY, The cbriſian's gratirude 
for the wonderful Favour. Upon every re- 
membrance of it, Thanks be to God, is his 
lan uage. Nor can it be otherwiſe, with 
fe as partake in the victory and ſhare in 
the triumph, No; the greatneſs of the de- 
liverance, and the way in which it was gained; 
the fruits reſulting from it, and their abſolute 


N . 
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unworthineſs of the leaſt favour, ai. 15 
them to give the whole glory of their honour 
and happineſs to God, by Jeſus Chriſt.— 
Their deliverance is great; great, beyond a 
3 parallel; glorious, beyond conception. Reſ— 
' cued they are, from the mightieſt enemies, 
| and the moſt awful deſtruction, both of body 
and ſoul.—Nor are the enemies and miſery, 
from which they are delivered, more awful, 
than the way of zbeir deliverance is wonderful. 
Who could have ever imagined, that, in order 
to fave ſelf-ruined and elk onde mned cri- 
minals, the SoN oF THE BLEs8SED ſhould 
become incarnate ; ſhould give up himſelf, to 
the curſe of the law and the ſtroke of juſtice, 
1 the death of the croſs and the wrath of God? 
„ Vet this—let finners hear, fall down, and 
adore this is the way in which the victory 
was gained !—Nor are the fruits of this deli- 
verance unworthy of its glorious cauſe. For, | 
in the preſent lite, the believer enjoys, peace 
of conſcience and communion with God ; an 
: hope of glory, and a right to poſſeſs it. And 
O, what bleſſedneſs awaits him in a future 
world! In that land of viſion, he ſhall be 
entirely free from every trouble, and elevated 
to the joys of angels; he ſhall behold the 
glory y of his aſcended Lord, and for ever enjoy 
at bliſs, which is included i in the fruition of 
the infinite God. —But how is the chriſtian's 
| admiration heightened, and his gratitude in- 
flamed, when he reflects on his own unwor- 
" hints of the leaſt favour! Then, loſt in ad- 
| | | miration 


* 
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miration and filled with joy, he loudly cries, 
TuaANks BE To Gop! In this grateful ac- 
 knowledgment, he expreſſes his very ſoul ; - 

and it is his ſupreme deſire to glorify God, 
with all that he is, and with all that he has, 
while he enjoys either breath or being. He 
begins the hallelujah here, and will perpetuate | 

it to all eternity. 1 51 . 
HAVING briefly conſidered the ſeveral 


heads of diſcourſe, at firſt propoſed; it will 


now be expected, that I ſhould ſay ſomething 
concerning the deceaſed. Such of you, however, 

as ſtatedly attend on the worſhip of God in this 
place, need no information, that it is not my 

cuſtom, on theſe occaſions, to pronounce pane- 
gyricks. But though I deſpiſe the method of 
garniſhing the ſepulchres, or adorning the cha- 
racters of the dead, with pompous adulation 
and fulſome flattery; yet I may be permitted, 
nay, Ithink it my duty, to ſpeak in praiſe of that 
glorious grace, which is the hope and the joy 


of believers, both living and dying even of 


that grace, by which our dear departed Friend 
was what ſhe was, as a Chriſtian ; and is, 
what 1 am perſuaded, ſhe is, as a glorified 
ſaint, Yes, I may boldly ſpeak to the ho- 
nour of her Gop and her SayiovuR, and pre- 
judice itſelf will not dare to fix the imputa- 
tion of flattery upon me. 


. „ 7 


Ix reference, then, to our deceaſed Siſter, 


| 
| 


o 


2 deep ſenſe of the corruption of her nature, 
and of the awful evil of fin, She told 7 — 
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That when her conſcience was firſt awakened, 
ſhe had ſuch a view of her own ſinfulneſs, as 


made her ſuppoſe, that her fate was deſperate. 


But it pleaſed God to relieve her deſponding 
mind, in alittle time after, under the miniſtry 


of the word in this place, on the ſubject of 


Peter's denial of his Lord, and the forgive- 


neſs he received of that complicated and 
. ſhocking crime. Nor did the conviction of 
her own unworthineſs depart from her mind. 
In her late illneſs, and but a few days before 
Her departure, ſhe ſtrongly expreſſed it in my 
hearing. My ſoul,” ſaid ſhe, © is more 


« defiled by an, than my poor body is by 


* this diſeaſe “. — Having ſuch a view of 
her native impurity, it is no wonder, if ſhe 


had any peace in her ſoul, that it aroſe from 
divine grace, as it appears and ſhines in Jeſus | 
Chriſt. And this was the caſe. Peace ſhe 
had, peace ſhe enjoyed; even 7Zhat peace 


which the world cannot give, ſhe richly poſ- 
ſeſſed, from the time that ſhe n= the grace 


of God in truth. She frequently found her- 


ſelf remarkably comfortable at the Lord's 
table: ſometimes to ſuch a degree, that her 
delicate and feeble frame was ready to fink 
under a tranſport of joy.—She appeared, from 


the firſt attack of the mortal diſeaſe, by which 


ſhe was removed from us, to be very refigned. 
Once, after ſaying repeatedly, © Lord have 
4 mercy upon me; ſhe immediately corrected 


1 She died of the Small-þox. 


| her- 
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herſelf, in words to the following import : 3 
« What ! ſhall I be impatient?” Nor was 
ſhe only reſigned, but cheerful ; cheerful in 
her ſoul, and joyful through hope. On the 
| Thurſday evening before ſhe died, I had the 

pleaſure to find her, all joy and thankfulneſs. 
She then greatly admired the condeſcenſion - 
and goodneſs of God, in hearing her prayers. 
% no ſooner aſked,” faid ſhe, than he 
« anſwered.” With aſtoniſhment ſhe ex- 


preſſed her views of God's diſtinguiſhing _ 


grace to her ſoul. © What am I,” was her 
language, % that God ſhould thus favour 

„ me! I have nothing to aſk of God: I have 
% nothing to do but praiſe.” The night be- 


fore her departure, ſhe had but few and ſhort _ 


intervals, in which ſhe was capable of exer- 
ciling the powers of reaſon. But before ſhe 
expired, ſhe ſaid; „O, my dear Lord! O, 
„ my dear Lord! p which were her laſt words; 
and quickly after fell aſleep in the arms of that 
Lob, who was dear to her foul. 
Ap now, my friends, what improvement 
| ſhall we make of this encouraging narrative? 
Why, hence we may learn, That there is a 
reality, a divine reality, in the religion of 
Jeſus. Hence it appears, that the knowledge 
of Chriſt, is true wiſdom; and the enjoy- 
ment of him, ſubſtantial happineſs. Let none 
of you, then, ſuppoſe, that the goſpel is a 
mere ſound, or chriſtianity an empty name. 
The reverſe, the glorious reverſe appears from 


the whole tenour of the inſpired volume, and 
D from 
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from the facts I have now related. That re- 
ligion and thoſe enjoyments, which are able 
| to ſupport the mind and comfort the heart of 
a fanner, conſcious of his defert, when on a 
 dymg-bed, are truly ſolid: but ſuch pleaſures 
and ſuch poſſeſſions, as vaniſh at the approach 
Ml of death, are not worthy of the names they 
bear; are no other than fleeting ſhadows. 
And this you will all find by experience, in 
a little time, however fond you may now be 
of the world, or however much you may, 
for a while, trifle with God and eternal things. 
Trifle with Gop ! trifle with ETERNAL, 
-THINGs! Amazing ſtupidity, folly, and 
madneſs! Remember then, ye triflers! that 
if ever you enjoy true happineſs, either here 
or hereafter, you muſt know yourſelves and 
believe in Jeſus ; you muſt love God and live to 
his glory. Death will teach you the truth of 
what I now declare; but it will be dreadful 
to learn it, from the pangs of a guilty con- 
ſcience, in the agonies of a dying hour! , 
Font the preceding account we may alſo 
learn; That a deep ſenſe of our own depravity 
and unworthineſs, is quite conſiſtent with a 
cheerful confidence in the Lord Redeemer, and 
a joyful hope of immortal glory. Of this we 
have a ſtriking inſtance in the experience of 
our dear deceaſed Siſter ; and, what is infi- 
$$ ES en = 26-13 ** 1 
nitely more, it is abundantly evident from the 
facred writings. No faint that ever lived, 
had a firmer confidence, or a brighter hope, 
than Paul; yet none, I may venture to affirm, 
| . have 
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have a deeper ſenſe of their own unworthi- 

neſs, than he had. He conſider ed himſelf, 

as the chief of finners and the leaſt of ſaints; 

nor does it appear that he had any hope, but 

in 1 mercy. In his invaluable writ- 


ings we, hear him ſigh and groan, under 
the burden of his own corruption; and at the 
ſame time we behold him rejoice, in a ſteady 
perſuaſion, that he was accepted in the Beloved 
and an heir of immortal bhſs . Were my 
eſteemed Friend preſent, the loſs,of whom we. 
now lament, I am fully perſuaded, ſhe would, 
not think I injured her character, or under— 
valued her worth, if ſhe heard me call her, 
a miſerable finner ; one who had no peace in 
her conſcience, no hope of eternal happineſs, 
but what aroſe from the grace of God, as di- 
vinely free, and the work of Chriſt, as quite 
complete. Such was the foundation of her 
hope, and ſuch muſt yours be, if ever you 
meet death with comfort. To live under an. 
habitual conſciouſneſs, that we deſerve to pe- 
riſh for ever; and at the ſame time to main- 
tain a ſteady perſuaſion, that God accepts us 
in Chriſt, acquits us from every charge, and 
will receive us to glory, is the myſtery of the 
life l i oi 
BVxAxrokE I conclude my diſcourſe, I would 
take the liberty of addreſſing my hearers in a 
more particular manner, and eſpecially the 
younger part of the audience. It gives me 


Rom. vii, 14—2c. 2 Cor. v. 2, 4. Rom. viii. 1, 
ü. 14—25 . | 


38, 39. 12 85 ; 
„ frequent 


you make the enquiry. Aſk at the mouth of 


T3 . | 5 
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frequent pleaſure to obſerve, many young. 
perſons attend on the miniſtry of the glorious 
goſpel; and I rejoice to ſee ſuch a number 
preſent on this occafion. I truſt that a nobler 


1 principle than mere curioſity, has brought you 
hither at this time; and if ſo, you will not 
be offended with a ee addreſs from the pul- 


pit. And I muft be free: the work in which 
I am now engaged requires it of me. — There 


is too much reaſon to fear, that many of you 
are ignorant of God, and unacquainted with 
the ſtate of your ſouls; ſuch I ſincerely pity. 
Others there are, I am fully perſuaded, 'who 
believe in Jeſus and love religion; in the hap- 
pineſs of ſuch I greatly rejoice. Give me 
| Pave: then, to addreſs a few. words to each, 
as your different circumſtances ſeem to re- 


= 5 „ Ht 
Ay are there ſuch among you, my junior 
friends, as are ignorant of God, and unucquaint- 


ed with the ſtate of your ſouls? Let each of 


+ 


i 


conſcience, and liſten to her impartial dic- 
tates. If not aſleep, or dead, ſhe will ſpeak, 
and you will feel that her words have power. 


Conſider how it ſtands between God and your 


ſouls. What ib the object of your warmeſt 


8 love? What is the ground of your future 


hopes, if you pretend to have any hope at 
all; and what is likely to become of you, 
when you leave the world?  Peradventure, 
ſome of you are ready to ſay, It is time 
* enough yet, for us to be concerned about 
; oY ” % ane DM 


* 
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. our ſouls. Religion is better adapted to 
<< riper years, and is the buſineſs of a more 
advanced age. We are young, healthy, 
s vigorous; and, probably, have much of 
e cdur time to ſpen id. Vou are young, you 
are healthy, it is true; but O, that ſtinging 
nur !—remember ,you muſt DIE, and death is 
a ſolemn event. But why talk of youth, or 
of health? when, let me tell you (and ©, 
that 1 could make the whole careleſs world 
hear!) the very next hour, may e 
you to the immortal joys of angels, or plunge 
you deep into the eternal torments of devils. 
Aſtoniſhing, awful thought ! enough to chill 
your blood. And will you-dare to ſay, it is 
time enough to think about your fouls? _. Will 
vou ſtill. 1. . in it, that you need not yet 
be concerned about religion? Poor, deluded 
creatures! I pity your caſe ; I tremble for 
vou. For you are, in the hands of an angry 
God, and who knows what he will do with 
vou? Some of you, perhaps, may reflect 
on the ſolemn warni 81 now give, when 
you lie ſtruggling in t I agonics of death: 
and then, G, then! how will it ſting your 
conſciences, k while you had. health and 
ſtrength, you trifled away your time, and 
forgot ho. important buſineſs of life, till vo 
are juſt leaving the world Vou think, it 
may be, that religion is a gloomy thing ; har 
it would damp the gaiety of your ſpirits, ay 
unfit you for ſocial, life... This i is, a common, 
* but . miſtake. F 2 What has al | 
5 DE. nn, 
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juſt related, concerning our young, departed 
„ riend, you cannot but ſee, that ſhe found f 
it produc the rever/c of a gloomy temper: 
fa that ſhe found it inſplre with ſuch a 
gaicty of diſpoſition, as death, even Ker 
death could” not deſtroy. - What a poo af | 
muſt ſhe have been in, en add ty the 
fatal diſtemper, and ten ſhe faw her diſſo- 
lution at hand, if ſhe had not been acquainted 
with God and enjoyed a ſenſe of his favour! 
Her youth, her beauty, had ſhe been the 
faireſt of all the daughters of Eve, and her 
agreeable worldly proſpects, what could they 
have done for her? they would have delivered 
her up to the keeneſt anguiſh, and abandoned 
her to utter deſtruction. But, believing in 
Jeſus: Chriſt, and having a ſenſe of his love 
warm in her heart; Her proſpects were glo- 
rious and her end triumphant: Say not, then, 
that religion, the religion of Jeſus, is a gloomy 
: thing. And remember, that if ever you be 
truly happy, you muſt be religious. —N or 1s 
the religion, I now recommend, an unſociable 
thing. She will not, indeed, fend you to 
balls, or play-houſes, or maſquerades, in or- 
der to contract an acquaintance, or to meet 
Fur aſſociates. No; the being of celeſtial 
in, deſpiſes ſuch entertainments; as mean 
low, las finful and devilifh ; às entirely 
3 of an immortal mind, that has 
the 4 of heaven in view. But the will 
lead you to the garrets of the poor and the 
beds of the ſick, to Pier their diſtreſſes and 
relieve 


; 
| 
| | 
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relieve their. Wants. She will 3 vou to 
religious aſſemblies, where you ſhall have com- 
maunion with the children of Ii ht, and, fel- 


Jowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt. Vea, ſhe will 


lead you to the ſcriptures andi the cloſet, and 


there introduce you to an audience with the 
Eternal King; and, finally, ſhe will fit you to 


aſſociate with angels, around the throne of 


the Lamb. Such. 18 her nature, and ſuch is 


her dignity. Where, then, ye young and 

y; where is your e for HIGH LIFE ? 
for here, I wi venture to ſay, here, we have 
it, in the noble ſenſe ag: ie phraſe... For 
this hfe,, 1s, worthy of 4 a Bias, being; wor- 


: thy of an immortal ſoul; worthy... of the | 
chatiact character; nay more, the oracles of 


heaven call, it, THE HIER ar Gop*... Con- 


nder what: 1. ſay, and the den give You un- 


derſtanding in all Things „ | 
Ap you, my dear, F ien 3 * 
belieue in Feſtus, and Joue. religion, eſpecially 


4414 


ſuch as are members of ner cee 
how ſhall J addreſs; von? The anſwer is 


obvious: "War atch and pray; - that when the hea- 
_ venly Bridegroom. comes, he may find vou 
ready, haviug - your Joie girt and your lamps 
burning. God is, in this providence, Joudly 


calling upon J ou, to take heed, how 10 0 ſpend 


your time. Watch, therefore, an Youths 
ful luſts ; 1200 e aflight, tri "Go 
ſpirit.— h. Jibgently,. againſt 38 de- 


| teſtable” 5 Bog pride 2 culuyatey, with all 
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aſſiduity, that amiable grace, 3 Young 
-perſons are very apt to imagine themſelves - 
much wiſer, in the things of God, and of 
greater abilities, than they really are Watch 
againſt an itch of novelty, both as to. doc- 
trines and miniſters. For, to gratify ſuch an 
| inclination, is the way never to be eſtabliſhed | 
in your judgment *; never to enjoy ſolid 
peace in your mind. Watch againſt a dull 
formality, in the performance of devotional 
duties; and take heed that you do not make 
1 religious conduct of cold, lifeleſs pro- 
| ww feſſors, whoever they be, a pattern for your 
| imitation. Watch, then, for ye know not but 
Ll - © the time of your departure may be at hand. 
_ Ap what ſhall 1 fay to my ſenior friends? 
[i e you #now the Lord? Be thankful, then; 
| 


Wi be ye alſo watchful. Watch, eſpecially, againſ? 
5 worldly mindedaek. Remember who it is 
that ſays; Take heed, and beware of co- 
 vetoufagſs +. See to it, that while you are 
_ diligent in your lawful civil employinents, 
you do not ſuffer the hurries of buſineſs to 
incroach on the time, which ought to be 
devoted to God and communion with him. 
Watch againſt a lukewarm frame of mind; 
into which older profeffors are fo ready to 
fall, though it be an abomination to the” 
Lord J. Take heed that you do not lumber 
and ſleep, while the Bridegroom tarries ; for 
if you do, the midnight-cry may greatly alarm 
© you. But, fuch is our propenſity to a drowſy 


* 2 Tim. iv. 3: 4: "Pm * Rev. ii. 15, 168 
6 +5, 6. | 


frame 


commendable deed. 


warnings of God, in his word; of the warn-- 


ings of God, in his providence.; and, above 


all, of the Divine Spirit's agency, to keep 


us awake. Remember, my brethren, that 


in proportion to your ſuperior knowledge of 
divine things, and your longer ſtanding in 
the church of God; you ought to be ex- 


2 amples to the younger members of this chriſ- 


tian ſociety—examples, in the exerciſe of every 
holy temper, and 1n the Thi, ler me of every 


your age and character require. 


 PeRHAPs there may be ſome of my bare 


ers, that are paſt the meridian of life, and 
far advanced in years; whoſe time, and 
ſtrength, and care, are ſo engroſſed by the 
world, that they can ſcarcely ſpare a ſingle 
hour in a week, to examine the ſtate of their 


ſeouls, to read the holy word, or to converſe. 
with God in prayer: but live, as though the 
great buſineſs of life was, to raiſe their fa- 


milies in the world, and die exceeding 5. 
But why, O ye plodding ſons of induſtry |! 


„ Why all this toil. for triumphs of an hour 5 | 


* What though ye wade in wealth, or ſoar 


„ in fame; it will all quickly end in, 


„% HERE HE LIES.“ Why, then, ſhould you 


ſeek your happineſs, in loading yourſelves — „ 
thick clay *, or ſo carefully worſhip at the 
ſhrine of Mammon? Suech a ine, as one 


: * * ii. 4 4 
C 8 poetically 
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frame of mind, that we have need of the 


let me "ell vou. 
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 _ poetically* exprefles it, is „ guilt's blunder, 
„ and the loudeſt laugh of hell +.” To ſee 
the generality of youth, vain, and giddy, and 
| forgetful of eternal things, is awful; but, to 
_ ſee grey-hairs playing the fool, is ſhocking 
indeed It is like detecting a convict, in the 
commiſſion of a capital crime, when under 
the gallows.—Nor is the guilt leſs, though 
the conduct be different, if, inſtead of ſeeking 
ſatisfaction in riches,” you ſeek it in the ways 
of prodigality and ſenſual gratifications. For, 
ſuch being your courſe of life, you are ſure 
to periſh, if you die in your preſent condition. 
May God awaken your ſleepy conſciences ! 
May omnipotent grace deliver your wretched 
ſouls from the impending run! 
I SEHAILLnow conclude, with a word to: the 
ſurviving parents of our deceaſed Siſter. When 
T conſider your preſent affliction, my honour- 
ed Friends, as having loſt an amiable daugh- 
ter, a dear and an only child, Juſt arriving at 
à ſtate of maturity, I cannot but feel for 
vou; and, I dare ſay, there are few, in this 
3 numerous aſſembly, who dg not-ſympathize 
with you. It is really a cutting ſtroke, and 
the hand of God is heavy upon you. But 
He is an uncontrollable Sovereign, and muſt 
be obeyed. — Yet, When I conſider what 
mercy 1s mixed with judgment; what reaſon 
you have to conclude, that God has taken 
your Ahpghter to himſelf, taken her to the en- 
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joyment of infinite bliſs and eternal honour, I 
ſincerely rejoice: and here, let me tell you, 


chriſtianity bids yeu rejoice. While you mourn, 
therefore, and cannot but mourn, as parents, 


you are called to 2 as chriſtiant.— Per- 
mit me now to remind you, that as a time of 
affliction is a proper ſeaſon for ſelf-examina- 

tion; ſo it behoves you to conſider well, how 
it is with your ſouls. Are you ready for death, | 


and fit for glory? Is Jeſus preciotis, and are 


the ways of holineſs delightful, to you? Be 
careful, that you ſuffer not an enſnaring world 


to have your affections. Watch, diligently 


watch, leſt the hurries of trade ſhould in- 


trade on the conſecrated hour, the precious 


moments, which ought to be ſacred to re- 
tirement and an intercourſe with God. Re- 


member, that the Moſt High is ſpeaking to 


you, by this diſpenſation; | that he ſpeaks in 
very ferious language, and with a peculiar 
emphaſis. May you hear tbe rod, and who | 


: hath appointed it! May you improve by it, 


as they that are taught by affliction!” And 
may you be enabled, in the lively exerciſe of 
faith and ho pe, to be looking and longing 
for that * y hour, when you ſhall meet 


with her, 
realms of light and the Trorld of glory! 


Tit END or THE SERMON.” 
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oſe death you now lament, in the 
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1 0 w ſhort is that — of life, e is 
1 allotted to man upon earth! He enters 
into exiſtence, juſt looks around him in the 
world, and then goes down to the grave. 
What a promiſcuous multitude inhabit; theſe 
gloomy regions ! The hoary fire and the infant 


of days, the haughty tyrant and the abject 


ſave, the rich and the poor, the prince and 
the peaſant, lie undiſtinguithed in the duſt of 
by wig All the paſt generations of men have 
left our world, and are entered into an awful, 
a boundleſs eternity; and all that now ſurvive 
are making ſwift advances to the ſame eternal 
ſtate. | 
Nox is the life which we "hav live, ſhort as 
it is, free from pains and ſorrows. No; man 
that is born of a woman, is but of. Jew days, and 
fullgf trouble. Many are the pains which afflict 
the body ; many are the ſorrows which affect 
the N This we know; this we feel; nor 
can all by: enjoyments of the preſent world 
deliver us from them. . 
Bur whence all theſe pains and troubles ? 
whence all theſe ſufferings and ſorrows? The 
anſwer is ready : The inhabitants of our world, 
are 2 rebellious Prong of God's dominion. 


** 
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We have all ſinned againſt our Maker: we 


have all offended our eternal Sovereign. B 


ing loſt, by tranſgreſſion, the fair image of 
our Creator, we are deformed and filthy; we 


wear the foul features of that apoſtate ſpirit, 


who was the firſt enemy to God, and w-ůhko 
delights in our deſtruction. Hence it is, that 
pains and ſorrows attend: hence it is, that 
mortality and death enſue. 

Bux are the troubles of the prefept life, the 
only evils we have to fear? No; far, ve 


far from it. The molt awful evil is yet de. 
hind. When we conſider ourſelves as ſinners, 
as offenders againſt the infinite God; we be- 


hold, in the page of divine revelation, the 
ſentence of everlaſting death gone out againſt 
us. Yes, my fellow-mortals, conſidered as 
tranſgreſſors, we are under a divine curſe, 
and obnoxious to eternal wrath. For thus it 
is written, in that ſacred Volume by which 


the world ſhall be judged; The wages of fin it 


death; even everlaſting deſtruction, from the 
preſence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
Power. Hear, O hear, ls —— truth, ye 
that ſurround this gaping tomb! | 
How miſerable, then, is man, _ vie wall 
as a ſinner ! Expoſed to a thouſand pains and 


ſorrows, both of body and mind, in the pre- 


ſent ſtate, and to everlaſting miſery in a future 


world! Once, indeed, in his primitive ſlate, 


he was the glory of this lower creation; he 
bore his Maker's image, he ſhone with moral 
| excellence, exulted in . fayour, and, 


2 


| 


wail all d rbule But How," alas! he i is re- 
ducett to the greateſt poverty and the deepeſt 
L diſgrace Even ben on the ſummit of 
_ worldly glory, he claims kindred with creep- 
ing things, with duſt and putrefaction. We 
are all obliged toJoy” te corruption, Thou art 
ent father; and to the worm, Thow/art bur Her. 
The human frame; however ſprighely and 
*vigorous, in a time of youth and hath,” is 
the predeſtinated food of fordid inſects, which 
will ſoon riot upon it; while the ſoul, the 
immortal ſoul, if not renewed by divine grace, 
is conſigned over to everlaſting torment. Such 
is the Feier; and ſuch is the end of man, 
conſidered as a ſinnerr | 
Is there then no hope for as? Is there 
nothing but the abhorred putrefaction of a 
ave, and the tremendous torments of hell, 
to be apprehended, or expected, by us? The 
goſpel, ie goſpel of divine grace, is the only 
thing that can furniſh an anſwer to this im- 
portant and ſolicitous enquiry. By this glori- 
ous truth, however, we are aſſured, on the 
authority of God himſelf, that he who dies in 
the Lord, 4 ble ſed; bleſſed indeed; bleſſed for « 
ever. | Yes, the word of peace informs us, 
that whoever believes in FJeſus, though he 
muſt die a natural death, like other men; yet 


BY he ſhall be ſecure from the ſtorm of divine 
Eh: wrath, and happy in the enjoyment of God. 
1 Wirn this, the dear deceaſed was well ac- 
quainted : this ſhe knew, and in this ſhe glo- 
ried; yea, ſhe * in this heavenly "_ 
wats after 


„„ 

after diſeaſe had faſtened on her vitals, and 
. when death was near at hand! She knew, 
indeed, and freely confeſſed, that ſlie was 2 
guilty, miſerable, .helpleſs art ure 0 at ſhe 


deſerbed to periſh for ever; but, her faith be- 


ing fixed on Jeſus, her hope was lively and 


155 big with immortal glory. This proſpect calmed 


her fears and gladdened her heart; this pro- 


ſpect gilded the awful folemnities of a dying- 
bed, and ſhed a beam of joy through all her 


foul. Such were her views, of the work of 


Chriſt and her intereſt in it, of immortal bliſs 


and her right to enjoy it; that ſnhe was en- 


tirely reſigned to the will of God, entirely re- 


ſigned to the ſtroke of death. She was will- 
ing to give up her earthly all, huoting that 
ſhe had in heaven a better, and more enduring 
ſubſlancr. And now ſhe is gone; gone, we 


are firmly perſuaded, to behold the glory of 


Chriſt; 400 to enjoy the fulneſs of God. Her 
immortal ſpirit hls taken its flight, into thoſe 
manſions of light and love, into thoſe habita- 
tions of glory and joy; where ſin and ſorrow, 


where diſeaſe and death, ſhall never enter. | 


Cheering reflection this, to weeping Parents 


and ſurviving Friends ! Bleſſed, then, for ever 
bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord ; for 
they reſt from their labours, and their works 


Follow them. 
Arp was ſuch the end of our "deparikce 


Siſter ?. was ſuch the death of the ſaint ? Me- 


thinks no one preſent can forbear to join in 


: iy ardent 2 Let me die the death of the 
rigateouty 


7 


| 
| 
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_ righteous, and let my laſt end be like bis But, 
if you deſire to die the death, take heed that 
you hve "7 He of the righteous. And what 
is his life? It is, in ſhort, a life of faith on 
efus, and a life of obedrence to God. —It is a 
life of faith on Feſus, For it is written, The 
_Juft, the truly righteous man, ſhall live by 
Faith. He lives on heavenly bread, on more 
than angels' food; for he eats the fleſh, and 
he drinks the blood of the Son of man. He that 
eateth Me, ſhall live by Me, ſays the Saviour of 
the world. In the grand article of acceptance 
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f with God, the obedience and blood of” Jeſus 

| are all in all, with him that is righteous in 
1 the eſtimate of heaven. Hence alone his 
| peace of conſcience; hence alone his hope of 

| j | glory.— The life of the righteous, is alſo a 

5 life of obedience to God. Faith in the great 

1 Redeemer, produces love to God; and this 


2222 . 


heavenly affection manifeſts itſelf in obedience 
to the divine commands. In. vain, then, do 
any pretend to love the goſpel, which pro- 
claims peace; while they reject the precept, 
which requires obedience. | 
And is ſuch the life of the righteous ? do 
Fou, then, live this life? How is it between 
So d and your ſouls? With all the ſolemnity 
8 which a corpſe and a grave can inſpire, and 
in the name of that SUBLIME BEING, who 
will ſoon rend this vault and raiſe its dead, 
aſcend the tribunal and judge the world, I 
again aſk; How is it between God and your fouls ?. 


„ ee my a it isa tay of the 
| laſt 


— weer * —— ts Pt 
Albers - " 0. « Ar J eee r n 
\ A. «. ere 
vary, 4 


n 


=P» 


4 Cor0 6 matt 
{409 en re AR, 


KA . 1 A ba —— 7 9 you 3 % 5 + 51S * 4 
. I oe err I RE I - : — : 2 . . Nr nen hw — Ay 3 2 8 Wo tr. 8 + 1 
P - - » PPP vides my . — 5 le 4 pu I, re med . * * : 42 — 2 8 r - ="? Yy i 
2 we 5 92 — * * — r 5 F — 1 ; ue : 
; * ee Wes 4 n 4 8 . 1 N . | > 2 l ps 
oY _ „ 3 — e — + £ —_— —_ by. 4 APD i / * * 1 FAS... RA hoes, m_ 
. X " 0 n - 0 * 5 — N Ay 2 » Mhilarg,; — TET 4 ** 4 
N — a — * p . 5 . — —„— — — 5 — 3 * — * 
T * » . * * Q 4 ntl, 
, — 5 — — whe a g M 6E. ” r 0 
——— — #1. 9 7 
: 2 


4 * 
. * 
. me 3 5 x) 
„ KISS » « Gaze - 
PU 14-2; 45 
* - oy 


? 


You cannot forget who it is that'fays;-Remem- 

ber thy Creutor in the days of thy youth, © Some 
of you, I am perſuaded, know the Lord, and 
are the ſubjects of divine grace. Such of you, 


hy 


- 


at the Interment. "ds 
laſt importance z nor can you forget, that the 


occaſſon of our being r 55 pero and. the 
give ĩt a peculiar 


lace where we now ſt 
emphaſis, and loudly gn an anſwer from 
vou. Let rellecuow apo: F "_ conſcience 
panes 19118 2111 A1 
Hows bs: it uh you, my; unger friends? 


cannot forbear to congratulate. Ve are wiſe, 


| ye are ſafe, ye are happy's - and T ſincerely re- 


joice in your felicity. But give me leave, at 
the mouth of this tomb, to exhort and 1 


you to be watchful.” lee youthful luft. 


much in prayer. Endeavour to live near 5 
God, and walk as on tlie brink of the grave. 
But I am afraid there are many among you, 
that have but little concern about your ſouls. 


Some of you, perhaps, may be promiſing yours: 
ſelves long lite and happy days in the world; 
and think it quite ſoon enough, for ſuch as you, 


to be concerned about a future ſtate: O, the in- 
expreſſible folly and madneſs of ſuch! Remem- 
ber, and be confounded; ye poor unthinking 
mortals ! remember the age, of the dear de- 


_ ceaſed, which ſtands marked on the coffin! 
_ She alſo was a young perſon, juſt entered on 
her twenty gurt year; in the very prime of life 
and vigour of her days. O, then, let the young 
and the gay, the giddy and the thougirtiefs. 
_ grow — here ! let the enemies of God and 


the 
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the "OW OE" fin tremble-to thinks that. they 


alſo, ere long. muſt dio muſt appear before 


God in judgment. May the Great Arbiter of 


life l yaur deepy: ſouls, and 


fave you from eternal ain! 225, | 
In this aſſembly, no doubt, there are ſome 


in a more Advanced ſtage of life, whoſe time is 


almoſt entirely engroſſed, by the cares and 
; buſineſs of. this mortal ſtate—Such. who h av 6e 


t. forty, or fifty, or fixty years in the 


es, or cares, that they have ſeldom 
thought about cultivating a correſpondence 


with heaven; and have lived, ſtrangers to the 
important contents of the Bible —ſtrangers to 
the deyout exerciſes of the cloſet—ſtrangers to 
their own hearts and ſtrangers to their God. 
An awful caſe yours]! Hear, then, O ye chil- 


dren of this world | hear and conſider that 


5 ſolemn interrogatory, which proceeds from the 


mouth of the compaſſionate Jeſus : M. bat well 


it profit a man, * he Lam le woe ane 00k 


Ie bis foul? 
Ap what ſhall I ſay "oY you that a ear as 


Maurners, On the ſolemn occaſion? Ve are, I 
perceive, ſeveral of you, ſervants in ahe family 
of my deceaſed Siſter. Ve have ſeen an ami- 
able ah of that family, in which you re- 


ſiide, cut down by the hand, the relentleſs hand 


of death. Ve have had a ſtriking evidence, that 


neither youth, nor beauty, nor pleaſing worldly 
proſpects, can ſcreen from the attacks of pale, 


* * diſcaſe, or deliver out of the 


hands 


A 


world; but have been {o immerſed in its 
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hands of our laſt enemy! What (ill Jay? 
thing, | 


Ye have heard, from the lips of à dying 
what a glorious ſupport the Goſpel: affords'a 

believer, in the moſt trying hour”; and-Wwhat a 
proſpect it -opens, — real-chriſtian; of a 
bliſsful immortalit 8, ye have ſeen,” that 
the grace of God and Fs of Ohrift, in. 
ſpire with courage and elevate witli by, when 
all that the world cat afford ib not Able to yield 
the leaſt fapport q; even when life itſelf is ex- 
piring. What think you "now of *##/ivion®? 


What think you of dying 2-\ Remernber, th 
Providence has a voice to you + and what ig ts 


import? Why it cries, yea, it cries in your 
ears; BE VE ALSO RAD 
To conclude: As our departed Siſter was 


os anly daughter, the dear and only child, of 
her W parents; does not this event in- 


form us all, BY what a, RA tenure we 
fort! ? Moſt cer- 


hold our death earthlh 
tainly. The 19870 
ſuch diſpenſations is} 

. «your: deareſt enjay Meats; whenever E hail 


5 a Soyercign | God, in 


« call for them. BesTaLY#Z AND KNWOW THAT 


«< TamJEHOVAH AND WILL: BE OBEWED.” 
But though it be a cutting ſtroe to part 
with an only child, an, the very V provi ef life; 
yet if, as in the caſe before us, che furvivi 
parents haye reaſon to conclude, chat their child 


is gone to glory, it is a noble alleviation of the 85 


great affliction. The thought of that bound- 


| lets bliſs, cheers the mourning heart, and chides 


the n tear, of the chriſtian parent. And 
though 
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BE ready - to give up 
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h whough the bodies of the ſaints are reduced to 


deep diſhonour, when laid in the dreary ſe- 
pulchre; yet that diſgrace is but temporary. 
For the time is coming, when all the diſno- 
nourg they have ſuffered in the grave, ſhall be 


| wiped away for ever.—Reſt, then, ye dear 


remains of the amiable deceaſed ; reft undiſ- 
turbed, till the morning of the refurredtinn 1 
Then ye ſhall be raiſed, re-animated, and 
formed like the glorious body of the aſcended 


Redeemer; bright, as the wings of angels, 
and incorruptible as an nne . 
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